CHAPTER XI

RELATIONS WITH GERMANY
193^1933

JANUARY 1932 saw the virtual conclusion of the negotiations for
the non-aggression treaty between Poland and Soviet Russia
which had begun as long ago as 1926, but, apart from the Litvinoff
Protocol, had made little progress till 1931, when they were
facilitated by the initialing of the Franco-Soviet non-aggression
treaty, about which France had kept Poland informed, the under-
standing being that this pact would not be signed by France
unless a similar agreement was signed by Poland. In such an
agreement, however, Poland had to have regard to her alliance
with Rumania and her interest in the Baltic States. Rumania
was involved with the Soviet because of Bessarabia, and this
question led Prince Ghika, her Foreign Minister, to visit Warsaw
on January 8-10, when he discussed the subject with Marshal
Pilsudski and Zaleski. The result was a communique stating that
Poland and Rumania were in perfect accord. On January 25
at Moscow the Polish-Soviet non-aggression treaty was initialed
by Patek for Poland and by Litvinoff for the Soviet. The two
Powers renounced war as an instrument of national policy, and
each engaged to abstain from all aggression against the other,
but no guarantee was given or implied by either regarding their
frontiers, or was there anything definite about Rumania and the
Baltic States. In the meantime pourparlers took pkce between
the Soviet and these countries, but without much success.

:'BREST PRISONERS" SENTENCED

On January 13 the trial came to an end of eleven of the deputies
who had been imprisoned in the fortress of Brest Litovsk in
September 1930 and subsequently released on bail. They were
accused of conspiring to "eliminate by violence the mendbars